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by Nancy Carstens

Oh, for a book and a 
shady nook either 
indoors or out ...

John Wilson 1785-1854

I love an epic,  so let’s 
start with this summer’s big 
blockbuster movie and the epic 
poem upon which it’s based, 
“� e Odyssey.” Homer’s epic 
poem is considered to be 
the foundation for writing 
as we know it. While I 
remembered the basics, I 
had forgotten a lot of the 
details and nuances, so I 
thought it would be good 

to have a refresher before the movie. 
I highly recommend Emily Wilson’s 
translation. I thought the introduction 
alone was fascinating and would have 
read it on its own. I understand that her 
“Iliad” translation is also well done. I 
think I’ll read it next.  

Writer collaborations aren’t exactly 
new, but they seem to be proli� c 

lately. It makes sense from 
a marketing standpoint. 
If I’m a fan of the author, 
I’m going to read it 
anyway. If I’m not a fan of 
the author, but I am a fan 
of the celebrity co-author, 
there’s a good chance I’ll 
read it, so it’s a win-win. You 
may remember that I shared 
a “true crime” collaboration 
that James Patterson had 

done about the death of 
Marilyn Monroe. I had 
little positive to say about 
it. “Judge Stone” is a 
recent novel collaboration 
between Patterson and 
actor Viola Davis. � is is 
the � rst Patterson novel that 
I have read, so I can’t judge 
it against his other work. Set 
in rural Alabama, the story 
centers around Alabama � ird 
Circuit Court Judge Mary Stone 
as she presides over the trial of a 
local doctor who performed an 
abortion for a 13-year-old rape 
victim. Some readers are not 
going to like the politics of 
this book, but it’s well written 
and engrossing.  

From rural Alabama to 
the Congo … I � nally read 
“� e Poisonwood Bible” 
and can o�  cially say that 
I am a Barbara Kingsolver 
fan. She has become one 
of those writers that I will 
always read. I recently shared 
how much I enjoyed “Demon 
Copperhead,” a retelling 
of “David Copper� eld” 
set in Appalachia and the 
opioid epidemic. I was just as 
enthralled with this version of 
“Little Women” in the Congo. I 
couldn’t put it down!  

Until now I had never read any of 
Michael Connelly’s novels. However, 

I have watched every episode 
of “� e Lincoln Lawyer” on 
Net� ix and “Bosch” on Prime, 
including “Bosch Legacy,”  and 
never, not once, do I remember 
any mention of Mickey Haller 
and Harry Bosch being half-
brothers. In “� e Reversal” 
they are teamed up on a 
case. It might as well have 
been titled “Bizarro World” 

because not only are these 
brothers-from-another-
mother working together 
to retry a man whose 
24-year-old conviction 

for murdering a child was 
overturned, but Mickey, the 
well-known defense lawyer, 
is the prosecuting attorney. 

But wait, there’s more! 
Mickey’s ex-wife (� rst ex-
wife, just to be clear) Maggie, 
is also on the team, serving 
as co-counsel, which makes 
sense, because she is actually 
a prosecutor. If you like 
courtroom dramas and police 
procedurals, this has it all.

� is month’s column 
covers a lot of ground, 
from ancient Greece to the 
courtrooms of Los Angeles.  
I hope you’ll � nd something 

to enjoy. 
Happy Reading! 

Oh, For a Book: I Love an Epic

Upcoming Book Signing:
Skyline Loft at Ruby Falls, Atlantic 

Crime Publishing, and local bookstore 
� e Book & Cover are hosting an 
author talk and signing.

When: � ursday, September 
10, at 5:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Where: Skyline Loft at Ruby 
Falls

Cost: Free and open to 
the public (RSVP required 

due to limited seating). 
Reserve your seat 
by scanning the QR 
code at right. 

Books: Copies available on-
site through � e Book & Cover. 
Pre-order your copy today, by 
scanning the QR code at left. 
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Move In Ready - Heart of Lookout!
73 Bartram Road - Lookout Mountain, TN

Updated home on .73 acre lot in wonderful neighborhood. 3 bedrooms/3.5  
baths. Great curb appeal. Lovely foyer, living and dining rooms, light-filled 
kitchen, fireside family room with bar - all great for entertaining! Hardwood 

floors throughout. Spacious master bedroom suite on main with wall of 
built-ins and 4 closets. Primary bath with dual vanities, soaking tub, and 

separate shower. 2 large bedrooms and updated bath upstairs. 
Rec/exercise/playroom on lower level. Beautifully landscaped lot, fully 

fenced back yard with patio and putting green. Make an appointment today! 
MLS #1538113

Home is where your story is told.
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Scan the code to 
reserve your seat. 

Scan the code to pre-order 
your copy of the book. 


